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But here's Te Nile, Te 
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tions of it have been entertain'd, that 
it hath been almoſt impoſlible- to d 
without —— And nat þ 
the moſt guilty have moſt hot i 
charging others. Arhatiah the greate | 
Traitor is moſt loud in crying, 13 reaſon, | 
] 

t 
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TT) _ 2 
e are all agreed that Schiſm is an 
Arch Rebel in Chriſt's Kingdom, but in 
ſending out the Hue and Cry after it, 
the Difficulty is, how to de/cribe it; & 
veral Attempts have been made; would 
it be in vain to try one more? Waye- 
ing all Enquiries into the ſeveral De- 
finitions and Deſcriptions which have 
been given of it, let us have 4 E 
1 


to the Law and to the Teftiopay , - 
-whoſoever '{peak in the things dot 
(as they certainly do who ppc of 
and Duty) if they 1 not according 
to that Rule, it is auſe there is 00 
Light in them. | 
Therefore I only premiſe this ohne { 
Poſtulatum, That. nothing is to be ac 
eounted ſin, but that which is made ſo 
Jo Word of God: Tekel is to be 
ritten upon nothing but that 354 
hath been carefully "weighs in the By: | 
ances of che Sanctuary. . 1 
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| In our Enquiry what is Sin ; let 
theſe Books be open d which "muſt be 


open d at the great day. If Sinners 
muſt be judz'd by thoſe Books ſhort- 


p, let fin be judg'd by them now, and 
let not any Man or Company of men 


in the world aſſume a power to declare” 
that to be fin which the Sovereign 
Rector of the world hath not declared 
to be fo, leſt in fo doing they be found 
ſtepping into the Throne of God who 
is a Jealous God, and will not give. 
this Branch of his Glory to another. 
Leet us therefore ſee what the Scrip- 
ture faith concerning Schiſm, not con- 
cerning the Evil of it, we are alt con- 
vinced of that, but concerning the Ni- 
ture and formalis ratio of it. N 
The Old Teſtament will not help us 
ſo much in this enquiry as the New, 
for as to the binding of the Jens to wor- 
ſhip only in one place, at Feruſalem, and 
to offer only upon that Altar, it was a 
Rrecept purely Ceremonial, apd to us 
Chriſtians is vacated by that Goſpel rule 
which wills us to pray every where, 
and their Synagogues then (not their 
1 the Patterns of Chriſtian 
ies. ee 


( 4 | 
= one Scripture occurs in the Old 
Tel n 88 haps will he 
yectify.. lame 5775 about Schilm.. 
is the inſtance of Ella and Medad who | 
ropheſtd in the Camp, Numb. 
Be. The caſe in Thort isthis: Ed | 
and Mcdad were perſons upon Whom 
the 2 reſted, i. e. Who were bythe | 
extraordinary working of the Spirit e 
wath gifts eure to the reſt of be 
Vu = - 2a and were written, 48, | 
Had acall to che work, but they we 1 
#08 out untothe J. eros as the x 


cher hose God hi mtl bad appointed that 


Id, v. 16. And they propheſs d in 
the Campy i. e. Pes ah 4 | 


private. among their Neighbours in 
tome common Tent, Upon what in⸗ 
f they did this, doth not ap- 


ar t is evident that is. was their 

— 24 — 4 thus to 

com ere of their Brechren, If any \ 
nk e Top Ya der lane. | 


and i re » they may re- 
Spirit of the Pro- 


— is ahi 2 the Drops 1 Cor. | 
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Hd but had the cenſuring of EIAad 
M#edad we '{hould ſoon have had a ju 


ment given againſt them much more ſe- 
vere than would have been awarded to 


— that gather d Sticks on the Sabbath 
"And 'tis confeſſed, all the circum- 


ſtances conſider d it looks like a very 
. eſpecially as an in- 
ſringement of the Authority of Moſes, 
+ Which they that prophefi'd in the 

bernacle under his Preſidency manifeſtly 


- 


own'd and ſubmitted to. 


Wall, an Information was preſently 


brought in againſt them, v. 27. Eldad 
and Medad Propheſie in the Camp, that 
is, to {peak in the invidious language of. 


the times there's a Convehticleat ſuch a- 
| p ace, and Eldad and Medad are holding 


orth at it. 


Joſbua in his zeal for that which he 


faticyd to be the Churches Unity, and 
out of a concern for the authority of 


| Moſes brings in 2 Bill to filence them, 


for as hot as he was he would not have 


them fin'd and laid in the Jail for this 


diſorder neither; only, My Lord Moſes, 
forbid them; not, compel them to come 


to the Tabernacle, if they be not ſatisfi d 
1 A 4 to. 
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Camp. This ſeem'd a very good mo- 
| YG 3 e e 
But hold Joſhua, thou knoweft not what 
manner of Spirit thou art of. Diſcerning 
Moſes ſees him acted by a Spirit of envy, 
and doth not only deny, but ſever 
reprove the motion, v. 29. Envieſt thou 
for my ſake d Would God that all the Lords 
| People were Prophets, provided the Lord 
will but pur his Spirit upon them, He is 
ſo far from looking upon it as Schilm, 
that he doth not only tolerate but en- 
courageir. And O that all thoſe whoſit 
in Moſes Chair, were but cloth'd with 
this Spirit of Moſes. 


This Inſtance is full to ſhew that all is | 


not Schiſm which. even wiſe and good 
men are apt to think is ſo... 


Eut our ſpecial enquiry muſt be in 


the New Teſtament, and foraſmuch as 
Words are the fignifications of thin 
let us ſee what the Scripture means 
this word, Schiſm. 


The Criticks obſerve, that the | 
Greek word avi is uſed & times in the 


New Teſlament. 


1. In a literal ſenſe, for a rent in aGar- | 
is ment, } 


4 - ls 
do come, only for the future prohibit | n 
_ their Schiſmatical Preaching in the 
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(5) 
| ment; Marth, 9. 16. Mark 2. 21. Neu, 
the rent is mad worſe. In the ſame ſenſe 
ſis 8 2 THINS: 36. As al- 
— of the Vail, At. 27.41. 

ptr — Rocks. A. 27.51. 
| che breaking of the Net, Joh. 21. 11: the 
cleaving of the 3 — 1.10. But 


this makes little to our 
2. It is us d e ra Diviſion 


and that twofold. 
| . A Diviſion enn ny ode 


sd, Job. 7. 43. Joh. 9. 16. 10. 19 in 
which places = ſignifies the different 


which pl: and ——ů— that the per. 


ple or their Rulers had concerning C 
b thinking well of him, others not. 
* accuſing him, others excuſing 


N In this ſenſe , is us d, Acts 23. 7 
For the different ſentiments the — — 
had concerning Paul. 


ment or apprehenſion cannot be ca 

or look t upon in its ſelf a thing be 
nal: inaſmuch as there are many things 
which either becauſe they are dark and 

obſcure, ani ſo not capable of Demon - 

ſtration, or becauſe they are trivial and 


of light moment, and ſo not worth a de- 
monſtration, 


| Now this di verſity of opinion, judg- 


| 
| 
| 


68.) 


monſtration.ir is oo matter nber opinion 
men are of concerning them. 
Only where the mutter is weigh 
__ e 8 the Ser s Sind 
anity, there an error is Crimi 
and if Rubbornly perſiſted in, Here- 


fie. 
But the euitefioiice not in the diver- 
| ny, but in the erroneouſnels and danger 

—. opinion. 

Icannot believe that the greateſt wor- 
ſhipers of the Dianas of their own op- 
nions,will be do Heri robrand thoſe 
— ey is 

are not exactly 
Standard with themſelves. 
If there be any ſo ſtrangely rind, Ze 
not my Soul come into their ſecret, for | 
{pair to ſee even all the Kalas 7 
mind in every thing till they come to 
Heaven. 
; . - Jt doth therefore- evidence too great 
a ſtrangeneſs to the Spirit of the Goſpel, 
do condemn all thoſe Who differ from 
us only in their a —— 12 2 
1. 00 John's Diſci ples were h | 
3 leas d — Chriſt's Diſci 
id not faſt ſo often as they did, add 
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Juarrel'd with Chriſt bin * i, 
| | A | 


(9) | 
And 12 anſwer of the meek 
eſus is worthy remark, that 
a good reaſon hy bis diſciples 
—— hk, viz, Becauſe the bridegroom, 
was yet with them, and yet doth not con- 
| demn Zohr's Diſciples that faſted oft, 
which — * not 8 make our — 

Opinions actices rocruſtes S 
Bed) the Standard by which to mea - 
ſure all other, and that in ſuch caſes we 
2 to Kan ſufficient a acquit 
ſelves, to our own conſciences, 
5 if need be to the world, with- 
_ -out condemning others wWho think and 
_ practiſe atherwiſe in ſuch = thin — 
| and perhaps have as much reaſon 
| Thoughts and Practiſes as we have 


2 A Diete in Affection; and in 
this ſenſe it is us d three times in the firſt 
| Epiſtle to the Corinthians, and no where 
elſe in all the New-Teſtament. 

We muſt particularly examine each 
| e, that thence we maybe furniſh't with 
| a true notion of Schiſm; and in plain 


Seats 


3-8 — ub et oe 


— ._—_ _ * — 


— 


terms the caſe is whether a diverſity ( or 
If, CE will 22 a ſeparation) of 
| S be the formalit ratio of 


x I 
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| 0 ere Ann 
I. 1 find the word, ànd it 0 


* 


doubt the thing, 1 Cor. #. To. I beſeech 
you" brethren — that there be no diviſiont 
(vj) no Scbiſms among youzſo reads 
the margin of our Bibles. 3 
Nom to find out what this Schiſtn is, 
let us enquire, mW 
1. Into the Exegetical exhortatiort 
that aceompa iti 
.) That ye all ſpeak the ſame thing; viz, 
In the fundamental Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity, for in little things it can never be 


made a duty to be of the ſame opinion, | 
fince it is morally impoſſible 3 but ( 


Eftius ſeems to underſtand it) not to 


break Chriſtian Charity in your diſputes 
about them N W 

Obſerve, He doth not oblige us to 
think the ſame thing, but though your 
thoughts be divers, yet ſpeak the ſame 
thing; i. e. In your preaching and con | 
verſe, ſpeak of thoſe things only where- } 
in you are agreed, and for thoſe things 
wherein you differ, do not fall out and 
fight about them, but love one another | 
notwithſtanding: | | * 

(2.) That ye be perfectiy join d tage- 
ther in the * and in the ſame Judg 
ment, ich muſt be underfondiots 


{erious 
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| Schiſm, for Paul and Apollo and Cephas 


611) 


ſerious endeavour, after it, for other- 
Wiſe a 


| rfect Conjunction muſt be re- 
ſery d for a world of everlaſting per- 
i de eaning of the Exhortation 
But the meaning of the Exhortation 
ſeems to be that all their little heats 
and animoſities ſhould be ſwallow d up 
Wen unanimous zeal for the great 
Goſpel Truths wherein they were all a- 


' : . 4 . * 58 . 
2. We muſt enquire into the Corin- 


thians miſcarriage which occaſion d this 


caution, which you have, v. 11, 12. there 
v. II. 


f becauſe 
they quarreld and fell out about ſo ſmall 
and indifferent a matter. . 

Obſerve, It was not ſo much being of 
Paul, and being of Apollos that made the 


Were 


(en) 


were all their s, Chap. 3. 22. But 2 
I am of Pat that ar i crying him up a8 
only man for them, to deſpiſe o- 
thers. ne went to hear Faul, — 
another went to hear Apollor, that di 
make a Schiſm, no nor if one j. 
nicated with Paz!, _ another with 4. 
— for why might not each go wh 
d be moſt edify'd? but — Schiſt 
was, that they ſacrific d Chriſtian Love 
2nd Charity to this difference of A 
prehenſion. This is evident in that tho 
Leg faid, I am of Chrift, ſo as to delpi 4 
and cenſure, and quarrel with them cht 


qually with the re 


was not to ſilence Apollo and Cephas, that 
whether they would or no chey might 
all be of Pan; nay it is well worth the 
that in the ſame Epiſtle we 
find Paul very earneſt with Apollos to 
to Corinth 16. 12. A. —_— A 
I greatly de ſir d him to come ich 
he would never have done ! he had not 
prefer d the common Tacereſt of Souls 
Salvation 1 7 3 own credit. 
But thie e this was to con- 
vince them of their 2 


| 
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fad. Iam lee are reproved & \ 4 
Now the way of curing this Schiff 1 


(133) 
bow-ſenſeleſs and irrational they were, 
| and to perſwade them to lay aſide their 
enmities and heart-burnings, and to love 
one another, and to walk hand in 
in tlie ſame way, hol h they traced dif- 
1 which they might well do 
en aths lay ſo very near together. 
this inſtance ĩt appears that narrow. 
4 which confines Religion and 
urch td ö and a Fowl 
eyer it is: to t others 
dd ker rom Fi little s N is the 
4 E oy mati e princi Wee leckt. 
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there be g DH, Divi; 


It ĩs ce evident that it cannot 
be meant of an 2. | 
| for it is ſaid ext, v. 20, That they 
g& / camp 9 into one 4 and that into 
„ dhe Church too, i. e. The place of meet- 


5 the Schiſins were Quarrels and 
Contentions 1 *. little og re- 
oth 5. 200 . u ſeem e 
rihip, 5 to 

| beexabour che thetime of 


fo * 


de rn 


Rey” 
worſhip, eſpecially when they were to 
joyn in che Lords Supper, or their Love- 


at tlie time, therefore the Apoſtle biq; 


them tarry one for another, U. 33. 


feaſts, it ſee ns they did not come og 


that ca ne early quarrel d with thoſe that | 


came late, for coming no, ſooner, a9 
thoſe that came late quarrel'd with 
other, for beginning before they came 
Some quarrels of this kind were the 
Schiſms here ſpoken of. 1 
3. The word is 10 d, I Cor, 1. 
That there be no Schiſm in the Body. 


S8 


72 


5. 
Apoſtle is there carrying on a Metaphor | 


betwixt the Natural 10 and the 


the Natural Body, for he doth not com 
to the Reddition of the compariſon til 


Z— .. -...-; 

Now what he means by the Schiſn is 
the body is Plain from the 4ntitheſss in the 
following words - bur that the members \ 


ld have the ſame care one for another, 
So that when the members care not one 
for another, when the Eye faith to the 
hand, I have no need of thee, v. 21. 
When there is not a ſympathy and fel- 


low. feeling among Chriſtians v. 26. here 


OW, — 
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Church, and ckils clanfe clearly relates to | 
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(19) | 
'$Schiſm which breaks or ſlackens 
— by which the members are knit 


7t ether. = 
that Bond! is not an Act of Uni- 
| formity in point of Communion in the: 
fame Modes and Ceremonies, but true 
ö e and Charity, in point of affection. 
Charity that is the bond of ode oo 
neſs; Col. 3. 14. Tis the Unity of rhe? 
that is the bond of peace, Epb. 4 3. A 
iim is that which breaks this his Bond — 
Now from all this laid to reg. , 
&ay.-out this deſcription of Schilin, 
which _ to my preſent. pre. | 


the true. Scripture notion 


| e 5, OM is an all Diſt ace, Di- . 
| * Viſion, or Alienation of Affectiont among. 
* rhoſe pho axe.called Chriſtians, aud agree. 
Ne * in. the Fundampnt als of Religion, OCcaſie 
. * an 1 different apprehenſians ee 
ittle things, 

r 
Ibis is the Schiſm which the. Strip: „ 
4 ture 841 a fin, and by Scripture. 
. Rules it muſt be judged. Schiſm (as in- 
. deed the Root of all other lin) we ſer 
" lies in the Heart and Affections: But the 
| bi Tree is known by his fruits; this bitter 
ah bears Gall 20 Nn er 


| That 
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(16) 
therefore take a ſhort view of thoſe pra- 
ctices, which according to this Deſcrip- 

| ion are Schiſmatical practices. 5 
| 1. Judging, cenſuring, and condemn- 
| ing thoſe that differ from us in little 
things is a Schiſmatical practice, as it | 
evidenceth a great alienation, if not en- 
mity of the Affections. Charity thinketh 
no evil, 1 Cor. 13. 5. N da, doth 
not reaſon evil, doth not ſtudy to make | 
ns, but cover them; and if ay 2 


yet not to make the worſt + it 
puts the beſt conſtruction upon words 
and actions. 6 


upon others, and to put the worſt con- 
ſtruction upon what they ſay and do, is 
certainly uncharitable, that is, Schiſmati- 
Gil r _ 2 io 
Joly Writ, Mat. 7. 1. Fudge not, that ye 
be not judge: tis — a judging of \ 
ih on Fam & 23.12... 207 
Ti elpecially condenin'd with refs! 
rence to the preſent, cafe, of differen 
apprehenſions about little things, in tha 
$ Scripture, Rom. 14.75, CA SCHIP\ | 
ture, which if well ſtudi q and He 
le 


to, would heal us all. Judging the H 
s 1any Eye, one of the wott 85 


2 2 — 


Now to paſs a cenſotrious Judgmest 
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well as in the other. | 
Cenſure, and paſſing of a judgment upon 


11111 —— 
4 


( ITY 
table ſpecies of Judging. Cenſuring the 
Principles and ends of an action, which 
are ſecret: charging thoſe that differ 
from us with Hypocrifte, which is a 
heart- ſin. If the ſhews be good, and the 


"outſide juſtifiable, when we conclude 


Hypocriſie is in the heart, we ſtep into 
the Throne of God. | 

2. Laying a greater ftreſs upon ſmall 
matters of difference than they will bear, 
and widlening the breach about them. As 
on the one hand, to cenſure all Prayers by 
a Form, or by this Form in particular, as. 
ſuperſtition, will- worſhip, formality, and 


the like: on the other hand, to cenſure 


Eren pore Praying as babbling, cant- 
ing, froth and noiſe, 2s if God had not- 
Accepted his own People in the one as- 

The faſtening of a 


a whole party and way, if it bę not very 
[ el aral ed indeed, will be 
ikely to ſplit us upon the Rock of Schilm-+ 
and Uncharitableneſs. | 24 | 

3. Conchiding hardly as to the ſpixi- 


tual ſtate and condition of thoſe that-dit- 


fer from us, excluding them out of the 
Church, and from Salvation, becauſe they 


xe not juſt of our mind in every punttitio- 
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C19 ) 
Witness that notion which excludes 
out of the Church, & con ny out of 
Heaven all thoſe (how orthodox and ſe- 
rious ſoever the oy are otherwiſe) whoare 
a 


not in Prelatical Communion;if no Dio» 
ceſan Biſhops, then no Miniſters, no Sa- 


craments, no Church, no Salvation. 


Which is certainly the moſt Schiſmatical 
notion that ever was broach'd in the 
Chriſtian world. - 

4. R roaching,reviling, and railingat 


thoſe who differ from us in little ting, | 
1s another Schiſmarical practice: Une : faſtning 

ſuch nick-names upon t 2 and loading 
them with ſuch reproaches as carry. 
them all the 04» that malice 1 
into them; dreſſing them — 0p 4 i = 


Skins and then baiting 
what we can by —_ 
preſentations to alienate the FEE: 4 
others from them. 
5. Making, r to, 

or executing of Penal Lays : 
who differ from us in little t $10 

niſh them for ſuch difference 15 their 

Perſons, Eſtates or Liberties is — | 
uncharitable or Schilmatical practice. 
This is contention with à witneſs 
Which aims ar po leſs than therulp of of | 


— 
een it te woe re tr Arn Ho IH I OoDD ©. 


Ad oY 
I» 


r 1 — A a * 


(us) 


notice comnded. with in the deareſt 
his ſecular intereſts, to beat out his 
ha ins, becauſe his bead is not exactly of 


ui Sevaration from Communion w ith 
thoſe that we have joyn'd our ſelves tO, 
without cauſe ; give me leave to call it 
pectin for Separation ſake, without any 
expand, bas to any thing amiſs in the 
rch we ſeparate from, or 2 thing 
tter in that we Fun our ſelves to, 

is an evidence of an uncharitable a- 


ing — aecton, and Þ conſequent: 


- | =_— ,” - N - 
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ly Schiſmatical. When we quite caſt off 
ommiinion with, our brethren , out 


| Baron animoſity to their perſons, 


tion of Novelty and Singularity, 


or 
* was manifeſtly the caſe of the 
Donatifts, the infamous Schiſmaticks of 
the Primitive Church. Their Princi- 
ples were, that the Church of Chriſt was 
to be found no where but in their Sect, 
and all other Churches were no Church 
that trus Baptiſm was not adminiſtr 
among them, 200 a . Srl many 


barbarous outra es committed in 
the heat of their : 4 by 


7. An ales auge, d 
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they are obvious enough, e 


xity. 


12 


88 or Converſation for 
o thus differ from 
ol of fuch difference, avs 8 conh- 


verſe and familiarity with — carry- 
ing it ſtrangely towards them, only be. | 
cauſe they do not wear the dividing ' 
tiame of our party. 

This eee an uncharitable alie- 
tation of affection preyailing in che "ay 
andd is conſequently Schiſmacical 

Many ſuch like practices mi 
be mention d, if it were need iT — 


we look into the 2 * pa 

down, 1 Cor.,13-4,5,6,.7. A — 
ber that all ane of d jr 
mae, and when that is four 
in the things of Religion, it Is Sch. | 
The corollary from the whole is cigar 

whoever the be chat allow themſelves _ 


in thoſe, e 15 e practices and a ö 
towards their bra A = 1 


them in little things, OE they | 
Epiſcopal, Ire, Indepeugdent or 
y What name or title. {ge 


fl elf cignily'd 8 Fc | 


* the great 0 
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Let us try what further Inference 
may 25 wn from this Scripture noti- 
ar It 


If his be Schiſh; then'i it is not 
in the line of any Humdhe Power to 

— 45 ſeparation to be Schiſmati- 

Sch was not ſo in itſelt. By the de- 
ee Schiſm it doth appear 
whe 2.thing; 
ſo before, an attempt of that kind ou 
ſuik with its own weight. And therefore 
it is well worthy b uten, that when 
the Parliament made a Law againſt Con- 


bran) oe call 4 it an Act to 
efs Se dition Conven- 
it to be within their 
Fg to declare” a thing to be Sedition, 
but not Schiſmaticat Conventicles, for 
that was athing. in which they could not 
concern themiſeives. 
| | be Schiſm then the lt of 
is to VE. Jook'r for in particular per- 
pot ro = charg'd by whole 
"Parties of any 1 5 . 
phat er, as among us at this« 
telatical party there are Hi 


Si dh 
to W Wing bi wig ay 


malnmin ſe, which was a 


long ( which are the great Schiſma- 
tical 


r 


* 
3 
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( 22) 

who is there that can ſay, I have 5 
my heart clean, I am pure from this ſin. 

Have we not all need to pray ,FromEnvy,. 
Hatred and Malice, and ali uncharitable- 
neſs (wich are the n of 
Sehuſm YO oo Lord deliuen us, both 5 Qt 
the Guilt, and from the power: af io It. 
| 3 ls unt much our differences them: 

ves, as the mi our d 
ferences that is the the date e 10 ihe 


ning up Chriſtian love wich: e fire. 


our contentions. 


—_— 


me 


8 cont come theſe. Wars « and Fight» | | 


zngs?come they not e N from gur luſt s. 
Fam. g. I. And thoſe 
rfectly free from * 11 4 
hiſmaticating luſts muſt give me 125 


— 4 —— 
& 


3. I this beSchiſm, then there may, | 
ether imo one place a and yi are. bl 


to ſay, Idoubt they deceive themſelves, | 
e Schilm, where there's no {eparatic 
of Communion, that's plain. from the ir 
r bein ee Ople 55 
to one place will never cure 38 Sig 
cord. 


and the truth is not in 

ſtance of the Corinthians nö 

till they are brought to be of one 
"You e Leopard; 26d 4 


— 
1 B r 
* 


8.2 7. 
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18, | i. e. Aman ſtriven and contended with, 


ot» 


ff 


re. 


* henſion, and yet no Schiſm, pro- 


8 
4 
* 
i 
J 
4 

5 


| * an mward change 
| likewi 


if- rily ( as it is commonly ſaid of dome- 
ſtick 


4̃ If this be Schiſm then there may 


. 


ö 
him down by the Lamb, and yt the 
enmity remain as great as ever, except 


ge abour little things may 
e be Schiſmatical on one fide, 
and yet not on tother; Jeremiah was 2 
man of ſtrife and contention, Jer. I 5.10. 


and yet no Schiſmatick, though ordina- 


| differences ) there's fault more or 
leſs on bothufades. + 1M 


be Separation of Communion where 
there is no Schiſm. For thus we all a- 
gree that there may be difference of 
d it do not eat out Chriſtian. love, 
| but be manag d — as beewixt 

the Arminians and Calviniſts in the 
_— of England, and divers the 


' Now if this difference of apprehenſion 
; relate to Worſhip, or Communion, 
the Modes or Terms thereof, theſe can- 
not but be a ſtrong inclination to ſepa- 
rate in whole or in part according as the 
difference of apprehenſion is, for do 
what we can as long as we are 8 


ö 


* — Inns 


| 


* — 
2 
} 
* 


muſt call it ſo, or rather) this variety 


in Doctrine, ſince of the two Doctrinal 


(24) 


creatures. the - underſtanding wil 
Nad directing of the will. 
Now ſurely this ſeparation, ( if we 


and diverlicy of Worſhip and Comm 

nion may be manag' d without Schiſm 

ovided Chriſtian Love and Charity be 
entire notwithſtanding. 

For can any imagine that a difference 


ipline ſhould more Schiſmng 
wo — rene of vapprel 


Truths ſeem more Eſſential to Chriſti 
m . 3. 
' Bux to come © 2. little (Cloſer, : | 
meetings of the Diſſenters (thou now 
bletd t be God permitted and Glow! 
by the Law of the Land, yet) are com. 


monly charg'd with being. Schiſmati 


cal, the great out- cry is, that we leave 
the Church and the unthinking mobile 
who are ſo well taught as to know no, 
other Churches but = publick places of 
worſhip, are eaſily induc'd to believe it 


as if 'rwere Schifm to worſhip God am 
where elſe, let the worſhip there be wha | 


it will. | 
- Thoſe who will a low chemlels 


— 8 ”» i oc © 


J Wil 


if we 


ariety 
mmu 
hiſm 


ity be | 
one and the dame” Church, às well as 


rence 


(25) 
the liberty of an unprejudic'd thought. 
cannot but ſee the difference ſo fg 
that as long as we believe the : 
Chriſtian Faith, and agree in the "(Umm 
Proteſtant abhorrence of Papel 
fions, we may. eafily Be look 


it upon 45 
two feverab Parith” Churches may) e. 


rſhip] ſpecially being united under the Care 


rin 
iltia 


. | YJ | 


nor 
ow'd 
COM-| 
nati- 

eave 

ble, 
7 n0;" 
S of | 
If, 
al 
al 


ow 
the 


and Protection of one Proreſtant King, 
and members of the ſame Proteſtant: 
Common wealth. > | 
Now 1. I do from the bottom of 
my Soul deteſt and abhor all Separati- 
on from the Pariſh Churches to Atheiſm, 
Irreligion , and. Senſuality, Jude 19. 
Who ſeparate thenfſelves, ſenſual.- who for- 
fake the Church to go to the Aleghouſe 
or Tavern, or to their ſecular bulimeſs,. 
or to their ſlotkfulneſs and lazineſs, to 
—_ unto that ſhame, Hoſ. 9. 10. And 
it this ſeparation had been more anj- 
madverted upon than it hath been of 
late, probably the cure of Schifm would 
have been ſooner effected thereby than 
by ſeverities that have been us d againſt 
Conſcientious Separatiſts. * hp 
- 2, I do likewiſe abhor all Schiſma- 
tical, that is, Uncharitable, Proud, Cen- 
| 1 ſorious 


( 26) 
forious, rigid ſeparation, ſuch ſeparati 1 
6a as theirs who condemn the Paris dit 
Chorgþes as no parts of the viſible nit 
ure, Who rail at the Weiden Pr 
Babylonith, and Ancichriſtian ; this is 2! tis 
— 1 > of the Law of Chriſti 

5 8 


E * every good? of 
1 bem: cannot iſe at the tho thoughs 7 
, : ; : ' A 


* And.yer 1 IGM lay, and am ſi 
tisfy d i Mr it, that there may be a ans fy 
| juſtifiable ſeparation? ( thou 7 fc 
| | . xg A call ita diverſity of Com-. 
q munion) from the Pariſh Churchs| tf 
| winch ſhall endeavour to clear in 4 fi 


vr Jr my own Condcience be noth- 
tisfy of 05 in he lawfulneſs of any terms x 
mmunion impos'd, as far as [all t 

— der that — I may juſtify 2 » 
dJeparation from them, and a joyning | { 
with other Churches where I may be i 
freed from that Impoſition, Raf | 
| 


CET TIT TIT kl N 66 
= 
. 


that this be not done Schiſmatically, 
ij. e. With heat and bitterneſs, and an 
alienation of Chriſtian affection; and 1 
hope none that have the law of Chriſt) 
written ingheir hearts will ſay that it is 
e truly to love thoſe with ma 


rati 
ariſh 


' out from the 


ö | Gaul nd 


(27) 
I am not fatisfy'd to joyn in all the Or- 
dinances for the ſake of ſome Ceremo- 
nies, with which after all my. 57 1 
e and Coprerle + 4pnot be la- 
ti 


if I be a Miniſter, 3 ſuch 
oblig d to 2 2 Go pech yet Rep 
go of x ny 
y by fog . e Y 

ubſcriptiomꝭ a8 I ju 
ful, in ſuch a caſe ſurely it udp 
for me with Eldad and Medad to. pro- 
pheſy in the Camp, ſince in my Judgment 
the door of the Tabernacle 5 Cane 
ſtraiter than my Maſter hath appo 
it to be made. What ſhould ier © bat 
that as a a e Chriſt I may ad- 
miniſter all the Ordinances according 
to Chriſts Inſtitution to thoſe who are 
willing to joyn with me, and put them- 
ſelves under my Conduct ( ſuch as it is) 
in thoſe adminiſtrations. H God have 
pren though. but one talent, it muſt 
traded with, or elſe there will be 
an uncomfortable reckoning ſhortly, e- 
gecialty when we look abroad he con- 
der how the apparent nece — & 
lere Souls call for our utmoſt | 

gence in our Maſters work, and 0 ö 


oy de 


(28) 


unanimous 
In this Allo t wis provided, that 
my agency in 2 en Station be 
not made Schi Ical Dy my Heat, Paſ- 


fio ,, nd Bitterneſs, but that 99 05 in 
nd "Cha 


e Love d rity with - _ 
woc by rente of the Impoſitions 
cannot/alv#7o femid joyn wit in Com- 
munion. 


2. Though I be fatisfy'd in the law: 
 . fulnefs,of the Terms of Communion 
74 requir d, and ſo hen purer ad 


ther than live in the total want of the 
Ordinances comply with LU, yet when 
T haye an opportunity of e njoying ma | 
Ofdinances na way which J judge more 
bf aft Na al, or which I think 
2 ed difying „ and more 
I to attain the great Fr of all Or- 


my Comfort and Holineſs, and Commu- 
nion with God, in ſuch a caſe I cannot 
ſee but that I may lawfully have re · 
courſe to ſuch adminiſtrations though. 
 theteby 1 may ſeem to ſeparate from 
| anoflicr Church, wherein before I had 


deed there's work enous | fer th s all if | 
God would give * heart 18 be rious | 


— 


dinances, and that contribute more to 


| 


ſtrations are not to be had may 1. 


joyn'd, | 


| * 


N * 1 — * 


Pr 


4 (.29)) | N 
joyn d, and for which J ſtill retain'a © 


1 and affect 
| © Ay en — 
5 as to aur ſe = me an Ls 


Phyſician 
"yo, of NG Tun mage oi 1 7 
— none. But if there be aha — -. 
Lam fure hath more Skill and Will to 
help me, I think I ſhould de acceſlary 
=” 1 hy e health and - life if I 
ebe nat 5 notmitir 

ng 


And is not = 12 _—_ health and 
ſalvation of my immortal Sonl dearer 
to me than any other concern? E not 
Communion- with God the ſweeteſt 
and moſt precious of all my delights ? 
s it not the Life of my Soul, and the 
Crown of all my joys? and are not 
thoſe adminiſtrations moſt deſirable in 
which I find my ſelf moſt edifyedꝰ? Muſt 
I then be ſuch an enemy to my own 
comfort and happineſs as to throw 2. 
way all the opportunities which I might 
 havg of that kind only i in a complement? 
Amicus Socrates, <micus Nato, fed magic 
amica veritas. The Biſhops are my 
ad Ih and the Miniſters my Friends, 

I have a true Love for. them, bur 


Charity 


- m 


(30) T 

Charity begins at home, eſpecially when | 
my - precious more worth than all 
the world lyes at ſtae. 
This caſe is ſomewhat the clearer in | wi 
thoſe Pariſhes. where the publick Mi- | for 
niſters- are either Ignorant, Profane or | ha 
Malignant. 

3. Nay, ſuppoſe Tam fo well fatis- 
died d in Communion with the Pariſh | he 
Churches in all adminiſtrations, as not | no 
to deſire better, or not to bet · ha 
ter in the Diſſenters meetings, yet I | wi 
cannot ſee what Schiſm, i. e. what T. 
breach of Chriſtian Love and: Charity | co 
there is in it for me to be preſent ſome - Le 
times in the Congregations of the ſober 

i and to joyn with them who en 
worſhip the ſame „in the name of Fr 
the ſame Mediator, read and preach the | go 
ſame Word, and live in hopes of the | Se 
ſame Inheritance, - and differ from me 
only in ſome little things which I think | lo 
not worth contending for, ſcarce worth on 
the mentioning, hereby to evidence my | on 
univerſal Love and Catholick Charity, | cis 
and that I am not of narrow, Schiſma- | {c: 
tical, dividing Principles, nor one that | th 
will Sacrifice Chriſtian love to the pet- . II 

ty triſlingFancies and Intereſts of a party fo 


EB 
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The ſober Diſſenters are ſuch as I 
have reaſon to hope have Communion 
with God in what they do, and there 
fore why ſhould not I-now and then 
| have Communion with them ? every. 

Nation he that fears God, and works righte- 
onſneſs, is accepted of him; and why ſhould 
he not be accepted of me, why may 
not I have fellowſhip with them that 


| have fellowſhip with the Father and 


with. his Son Jeſus Chriſt > 1 John. 1. 3. 
To fancy Schiſm, i. e. Uncharitable 
contention and a breach of Chriſtian 
Love in this is very abſurd. - 
Obj. But hereby 1 encourage a Schiſm,.. . 


| and countenance them in their Separation: 


from that which in my eye is lawful and 
good, and doth not give juſt cauſe for ſuch a.. 
Separation. q 2 
__ Aznſw, There muſt he —— of a. 
| lowance for difference of apprehenſi- 
on: Different Capacities, Conſtituti- 
ons, and Inclinations, Cuſtom and eſpe- 
cially Education muſt be put into the 
ſcale, and while I walk according to 
the light which God hath given me, 
| ' muſt charicably believe. that others do 
O tOO, | 


Whether the Diſſenters Meetings be: 


(32) 
ks to the conſtitution and 7 eſſe of than 
(looking upon them only as civerkties 
of Communion) Schiſmatical, hath been 


conſider d _ and found otherwiſe, 
by Scripture- Light · | 


common outcry is that it is the, 


Etting up of Altar againf Altar, which 
is not ſo, for at the moſt it is but Altar 
by Altar, and though I have often read 
of one Body, and one Spirit, and- one 
Hope, and one — and one Faith, 
is, and one God and Fa- 
ther, — 4,5, 6. Yet I could never 
find a word in all the New Teſtament 


ef one Altar, except Jeſus Chriſt, Heb, 
13. 10. The Altar that ſanctifies every 

ift, in whom we all centre. And if 
there be any of the Diſſenters who are 
Scbiſmatical, i. e. Contentious, Bitter, 
aud Uncbaritable in their Separation, 
let them bear their own burthen, but by 


my preſence with them I encourage that) 


m themno more than I do too muchof 
2 like Spirit in too many of thoſe who 
are call d the Church of England men, by 
my adherence to them. | 
Wr all this — —— 

t Unity o ection is the thing to 
ke: labour 
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call d) ſet 


(33.9 
mity in Modes and Ceremonies. We 
have been long enough trying to root 
Schiſm out of the Church, vi & arms, 
by Impoſitions, Eines and Penalties, 
coking our brethren becauſe their 
Throats have not been ſo wide as ours. 
And ithath been found ineffectual, even 
in the judgment of our Great Sanbedrim, 
who have declar d that giving eaſe to 
ſcrupulous conſciences is the likelieſt 
way to unite their Majeſties Proteſtant 
Subjects in Intereſt and Affection; what 


if weſhould now try another Method 


and turn the Stream of our endeavours » 
into another Channel > Hitherto we 
have been as it were ſtriving which 
ſhould hate one another moſt, what if 
we ſhould now ſtrive which ſnould love 
one another beſt, and be moſt ready to 
do all Offices of true Charity and Kind- 
neſs, and bury all our. lietle Feuds and 


Animoſities in that bleſſed grave of 


Chriſtian Love and Charity? 
What if we ſhould every one of us of 
each as we have been too often 
ſelves by our Preaching 
to promote and propagate the Goſpel of 
Peace, and by our prayers to prevail with 
God for a more plentiful pouring out of ; 


— py 


N 3245 4 q 
the Spirit of Peace, that t divididgf 
Baalim may be taken out of al 
mouths, and that . with! 
Dan. of 2 R E. 
[ ity of the Spirit 5 
| a 427 Fo bur ve hon foon 08 ry 
ng er m ta Pral 
midit oi che Earth. 


vet b am afraid even Sainw | 
wi men, there will be rem 
even ak thoſe corruptions * arethel 
ſeed of — ia the beſt, till we all. 
come to the perk: ect man. 

F . the comfort of my Soulf 
that if ure can but once get to Heaven 
5 eſe — the noiſe and 
urry o quarrelſom;contentious, 
yiding world, and the Church Triampbenty 4 
halt be no more A4i;r ant, but that happy 
- World of Everlaſting Zight will be. a i 


Fer of ee Love. | 


Ne 
Fa: A 


! P 
* 
- % < * 4 * 
%. 5 * « 8 Cc? 
= 1 . * 
: a * 


Feen ee, 
| tiorg Succiſi five, | 

1 1 
& SPARE-HOVR ES 


oF 


Meditations , 
UPON OUR DUTY 


CGod,: 
To Others, 
Our ſelves, __ 


8 


7 he Sixth Edition, cerrected 
and much enlarged, 


 SyJos. Hine 


3 


LONDON, - 
Printed by G. D. and fold by 2 
1 Tobn 2828 at the Angel 
in Popes- head Alley, 1650. 2 
— > 
NN 


adn 


* 
4 
4 
84 
4 
4 
« 


— 


